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condemnation of Boniface. Clement shuddered at such a
tremendous deed against the memory of a former Pope and
tried desperately to temporise.
Clement had also failed to bestow the imperial crown on
Philip's brother, and the king became more and more
impatient at such opposition. He insisted that Clement
should condemn Boniface, grant the imperial crown according
to the wishes of France, and investigate the charges against
the Temple. In the hope of avoiding the first two demands,
Clement consented to the last, and assured Philip that he
would make a searching investigation. But he gave way only
after several protests and at least one stormy interview with
Philip. Clement characterised the charges as so fantastic
that it was foolish to take them seriously, and, although the
Grand Master had also pressed for an enquiry, Clement was
most reluctant to agree. Even in the letter of August 24th,
1307, promising to undertake an investigation, the Pope
wrote, "There is so much that seems impossible (in the
indictment) that we cannot believe it". After consultation
with the cardinals, however, he had resolved to examine the
accusations, if Philip insisted, but Clement pleaded with
Philip not to insist.
The king had obtained what he wanted—the Pope's promise
to investigate the charges, and, by implication, the admission
that a prima facie case for an enquiry had been established.
Philip, however, had now no intention, and almost certainly
never at any time had the intention, of allowing Clement to
dictate the form of the enquiry. A papal investigation during
which the Templars were at liberty, able to employ advocates,
use their great resources to collect evidence and bring
witnesses would, he felt, almost certainly result in the
acquittal of the Order. He did not mean the Pope to
pronounce judgment upon the Order until French
propagandists had convinced the people that the Templars
were guilty of terrible crimes and that the Order must be

